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Sir GEORGE COLEBROOKE. 


| GENTLEMEN, 


HOUGH I have not the les 
ſure of knowing, or being 
| 84 to, cler of You as a Friend, 
© Yet, as a Clergyman, give Me leave 
- (without offenſe, I hope,) to dedicate 
; Nen Discounss to:You--- 
Don't 


oY > 


; AL Gentleman, 


3 
Don't miſtake me-- I don't mean by 


this; to point either of You out ia par - 
ticular, as tho vx were the omy ones: 
Would to God that there were not 
2 many in this Great Gity 

12 "unddr wir 


Other, have made You Nez the 


Popular Topics of Gonverſation:both 
-at home: and. abioat< 
having) bean! both of you. 


. 


abe: vour wax, A. ſuppaſe l/ cia 
veah N degree. of wp jap 
resſtn het 
FHumanity as a u Generaktyas a 


11 : 
Gentieman, and Chaiity àa a C Aria 

be a ſuſfrvient yu for Me with 
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proper regard for. peu, and All O- 
thers in the /ke ſituation. urge Me 


very ftrongly to recommend both to 


your and their attentive peruſal and 
ferious conſideration this Discovusse, 


which need not the læaſt apology for 
it's appearance at this critical June- 
ture both of Private and Public Cre- 
dit ! 


I hope alſo (through God's Bleſ 
fing !) it may ſerve a Beocents 08 


Thoſe who are 'venturing upon the 


hazardous and tempeſiuous OCEAN of . 
b 


Tzaps 


4} 
Fab and \ Maxctanmzi, 
warn Mm in time to cotitract their 
Seil, andito- prevent their ſplitting 
upon the Rocks of In aDve&TENCY 
and IurRUDENCR !---And am, Gan- 
TLYMEN,: wr cet : 
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(i) 
conſider it as thoroughly as I could 
Within the compaſa of a SzRMOx. 
Fdo it an no other motive whatever, 
than the hopes of being ſome what 
i by it, to a PeopLE, who 


an Exam- 
2 . Ha N cf the 
2 Kingdoms, and therefore ought 
to be a good one, ; 
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The relation which 1 bear in this 


City, is but to one Of. r Pariſhes, 
| ch my. Good-Will and Good-Wiſh _ 
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is made fo remarkable by Fall urs 
in points of Hoxssry and Jusriexz 
Paupzyes and FUD, that it 
is impoſſible for a Sæ Ro of 2hir kind; 
to be long unſeaſonable, if ever. 
am well aſſq d. that v will Al a- 
gree that I have aſſin d the tar Cauſe 
of ag of theſe Fal RRS, and on- 
ſequently of the great Injuftice and E- 
_ vis which accompany and ſollow 
them, namely, The living absve and 
beyond your true Abilities!” And there- 
fore You will not want to be; told, 
that it e ee _= — 
ing benz in the true and wg proag 
racer of CiT1zus) a: ſober, frugal, 
diligent and careful PrOPL: : and that 

this Adyice may the better become 
* ta, | Me, 


E 
Me, I muſt | alſo add, that without 
your” being fo, You will find it ex- 


tremely hard n . 
— Lo 


? * 
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1 lay want an Apology,” for 
aught I know, with amp Puopie for 
thinking that/ach a Discounsi 28 hir 
may do any good among Vow: But I 
dom ti at ali diſtruſt, chat ir (by the 
Grace of God?) may have a goad ef- 
fect upon May. who are very deep= 
if they will but ſeriouſly read it, and 
and in this hope I leave it (under the 


* 
4 » * 
1 PR.” * * by 
* 


—— * F 
* * Ss 4 * * 4 — j 
* * + * 107 13 


ADVERTIS FRENT 
TO THE 


READ E R. 


T is but a juſt and decent, 28 well as 
gratefull, acknowledgement to the pious 


] 


memory of a late learned arid excellene 
PrxELATE of our Church, to inform You, 


that the ſubſtance of the foregolng Av- 
DRESS and the following Dyscourse is 

chiefly bis ; I have only made ſuch additions 
and-alterations as ſeem'd to Me neceflary 
when I preached it before variety of Con- 
gregations in x Crrr, before I had any 
ſettled Duty: at whoſe general requeſt; 'T | 
may alſo add, it is now at large, laid be 
fore TxwPuBL1Ic ; I am forry to obſerve, 
that, from the Foi.tiss of Some, and the 
InrquiT1es of Others, it is full as neceſſa- 
ry now, as it was then, (about Sixrv Years 
ago) 


OE 


au) - 
ago)—The Biſbop in bis AbpRrss men- 
tions a very remarkable Ius r axcs whieh is 
fugpor' to allude to the guadfe which I 
have mentioned here at the end of the dx 
MON : and was cammuniated to Me by a 


_— agd 7 CHARAGTER, 
with Friendſhip? T havd been for 
fome time highly. honour'd. | I; have on 
purpoſe omitted that part ot his Lotd/bip's 
Apo kss here, to avoid even the ſuſpicion 
of offering the leaſt inſult to either of Thoſe 
to whom this SNON is dedicated, or any 
fore, if, upon a ſerious and attentive peru- 
fal of the following moſt valuable and ex- 
cellent Discouxsx, but ane MachAur 
or TRADESMAN is prevented from becom- 


ing a Bankrupt, or Stopping Payment, 
OSU ink oy fel * 2 HE 
en er ee 


late venerable *PaELATE: 


» Dr. Wititanx Fiexzrwood, late Lord Ng of 
Ely. See his Works, page 728. Fotze Edit, 
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I. Kings, 4. 7. 
| Then She came and told the Man of God: 
| end He ſaid, Go ſell the Oyl, and pay thy 
Debt, and Fug Thes and thy Children on the 
- 

N 2 V defign from the Words of the 


D Text which I have now de- 


livered t to you, is, to lay before 
ws your. ſerious confideration, an 


— 


Aﬀir which happens too often in Great 


Places, and 3 


dom 


Wa 
dom in general, of as much Injuſtice as 
Folly, and very often to the ruin of many 
Others, as well as the Perſons themſelves ! 
I mean the Affair of Bankruptcy, © or 
Breaking in other People's Debts :”: 


I haveheen ſtrongly inclined to conſider 
this Subject from ſome very late Tx ansac- 


TIONS that have happened among us, not 
only to the aſtoniſhment of this Great City 


and the Kingdom in general, Eutalſo to other 
Kingdoms too, and to the almoſt total ruin 
and diftreſs of (perhaps) Thoufands of 
honeſt and well meaning People! Were 
ſuch Men who can go on (without feeling 
for Tbemſelvet and Families) in this monſ- 
trous courſe of Iniquity, only to ſuffer for 
it Themfehves, their Puniſhment is juſt, - 


In ſhort, the Extravagance, Luxury, 
and Corruption, that ſo forcibly prevail 
now=a-days, put men on graſping at Riches 
by the moſt ſudden and unjuſtifiable means 
They plunge headlong into Engagements 
immenſe, diftant, and dangerous, fan- 

ng 


| =Y | 
ing without Property, and gaining too much 


Confidence, they riſque nothing ; and if the 
Golden Fleece is not obtained, their Comfort 
is, That They have loſt nothing but 
their Credit,” and every one (nay even 
Themſehves) muſt reflect with aſtoniſh- 
ment how They ever procured it. They 
live according to their N real In 
come. 


But before l proceed any fuither, it will be 
very proper and neceflary for me to affure 
you of ene Thing, for my own. Juſtification, as 
well as your Satisfaction: and that is, that far 
be it from-me, even in Thought, to preach 
this Diſcourſe againſt any Particular Perſon 
or Perſons in this Congregation: for as Iam 


Stranger amongſt you, it would be doing 
me great Injuſtice to ſuppoſe me capable of 
ſo much; /mprudence and Incivility ! For if 
We conſider the true end and defign of 
Preaching, to be that, which it undoubtedly 
is, The reforming our Congregations by 
eur aum good Lives and Doctrine,“ We 
ſhall certainly find it the beſt way to do 


A 2 this, 
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this, is, By Preaching in general, ard 
not at any One in particular“ For by ſo 
doing, you defeat the very end and deſign 
propoſed. There is no one would like to 
be the Object of Whiſperings even in Pri- 
vate Company, much leſs to be pointed at 
in a Public Congregation ! So that, you ſee, 
if you would harden a Man in his Sins, and 

confirm him in his Vices and Follies, Point 
at him in Public, and you'll be ſure to do 
it! But if you would reclaim him from 
them, and fave a Soul from Death,” the 
beſt, and indeed only way poſſible to do it, 
is,. to take all convenient Opportunities 
with Him in Private, and there you ſhew 
the Man, the Gentleman, the Friend, and 
the Cbri _ | 


I hope I have - faid — being 
further tedious, to clear myſelf from the 
legſt ſuſpicion of this ſort; and as Ye are 
Citizens of the Greateſt City, pcrhaps, this 
day upon the face of the Earth, fo, it would 
give me no ſmall pleaſure and happineſs to 
—— — Uncommon 

and 


TY 3 
and Extraordinary Subject, may, through 


the Grace of Gad, make you All as eminent 
for real —— 8 


To proceed now to confider the Words 
of the Text. 


| When Eljab. the Prophet was \ av 
from hence to Heaven, his Servant Eliſha 
who had always miniſter'd to him (as Jo- 
ſhua did to Moſes) fucceeded him in that 
high Office, and became, as his Maſter had 
been before him, the Head of the 5 


The Schools of the Prophets were, in de 
days, the Seminaries of Religion and 
Learning, where ſuch as were diſpoſed, 
were bred up in common, in the know- 
ledge and ſervice of the true Gad (in oppo- 


fition to the Idols ſet up by Feroboam) under 
the care and inſtruction of wiſe and reli- 


gious Maſters, who ſent Them out as They 
faw occafion, to convert Such as had 
fallen off, or confirm ſuch as continued 
in the way of Truth, and to deliver ſuch 
Revelation of God's Will, as He was pleaſed 


at 


1 
at any time to make to Them. Here 
They lived with great Frugality and Sim- 
plicity. Of this School of the Prophets, Eli. 
ba was now the Head and Governor, and 
to him there came a certain Woman with a 
grievous Account. That her Huſband, 
who was one of the Sms of the Prapbets, and 
feared the Lara (i. e. that worſhipped the 
true Gad and not the Idol Baal,) was lately 
dead and had left Her, with her Children, 
very deſtitute and poor, and, what was ſtill 
worſe, changed with a Debt which She knew 
not how to pay,” That ker Creditor bore 
eiceeding hard upon Her, and finding Her 
worth little or nothing in Subſtance, wascom- 
ing to demand her two Sons(as He might do, 
at that time, by Law, or Cuffom) to be his 
Bond-men or Servants, i. e. at leaft to keep 
them in his ſervice untill They had worked 
out the Father's Debt, and ſatisfied his 
Chim; fo that ſhe had not only loſt her 
Huſband, which was grievous enough, but 
alfo ſhould now be bereavd of her Chil 
den, "who were — and comfort 
of 


3.4 
ef her Life, and loſe Them alſo to a very 
hard and cruel Bondage !” 


For We may well ſuppoſe, that the Cre- 
ditor, who would take that rigid Advan- 
- tage which the Law gave Him, was not atall 
likely to deal mereifully with I hem, which 
to a H/jdow-Mother, muſt needs be a Con- 
ſideration of great Pain and Sorrow ! 


To this poor and afflited Woman, the 
Prophet (moved of Gad) replied to ber, 
« What ſhall I do for Thee? Tell Me 
* what thou haſt in the Houſe,” i. e. What is 
_ CEC 
your Huſband's Debt. 


Surely there is no greater AR of kind- 
neſs, than to a(Bfi the Widow and Father- 
leſs in their Diſtreſs ! 


To this Queſtion of the Prophet's, the 
wn e . 
had nothing in the World but a Pot of Oyl;* 
— He bids her borrow as ma- 


oy 


[8] 


nyempty Veſſels as ſhe could of her Neigli 


bours, and when ſhe had done that, to 
ſhut her door upon Herſelf and Sons, that 
| She might not be diſturbed by Company, 
(whoſe Curiofity might poſſibly bring Them 
to ſee what She could do with all thoſe 
empty Veſſels) and then ſhould fill them 
all, from her own Pot, which ſhould never 


fail running as long as there was any thing 
* * 


The Woman was Religious, and ſtiong 
in Faith, and knowing the power of God 
do be beyond all bounds and meaſure, and 
that the ſpirit of Eljab reſted on Ek/b, 
obeyed his Orders, and found every _S 
anſwerable to what She expected; and 
when She found her Treaſute at an end, 
She came again to the Prophet and told him 
all that had happened, expecting further 
Directions from Him ; upon which, He 
fays in the Words of the Text, Go, ſell 
the Oy, and (with the Money) pay thy 
Debt, and live Thou and thy Children up- 
on the reſt,” | 

| Oyl 


1 
Oy!, was a thing, in thoſe days, of 
preat uſe both in the ſervice of my and 
Man: and tis faid, v. 38, of, this Chap. 
te That there was a dearth in the Land,” 
i. e. great Want of Provifions: which 
would, perhaps, raiſe the price of this 
poor Woman's new Pofleſſion ; and as She 
was to pay her Debt with part of what aroſe 
from the ſale of the Oyl, and to live upon 
the reſt, *tis not unlikely She made conſi- 
derable advantage by it: but this is not 
material; it would indeed the better ſhew 
Her, how great in Goodneſs and Mercy 
God had been to her ! But the proper 
uſe, that We, at this diſtarce, ſhould make 
of theſe Words, . will be. to confider, that 
when God had work'd this aſtoniſhing Mi- 
racle, the Prophet, moſt certainly by Di- 


vine Direction, bids Her diſpoſe of the Mo- 
ney, ariſing from the fale of his Mercy, 


iſt. To the payment of her Debt, and 
adly, To the maintenance of Herſelf and 
Children. 


Firſt, She muſt pay her Delt, . Co ſell | 
| C 3 


* 


[  ] 
the Oyl, and pay thy Debt;” The Debt, 
it ſcems, was contracted by her late Huſ- 
band, but by the Law, it. became Her's, 
orher Children's, as We ſee by her Diſtreſs! 
This, I fear, is a thing which too many 
Huſbands, now-a-days, do not conſider ! 
They not only leave their Families andRela- 
tions deſtitute, but ſo oppreſt with Debts as 
to endanger their Liberty, or cruelly per- 
plex them all their Life-time ! This indeed 
may ſometimes happen, notwithſtanding all 
the Care that a Wife or Relation can take 
do prevent it : But it happens ſo often, that 
there muſt be either unpardonable Negli- 
gence or ſome Injuſtice at the bottom J. 


Surely it would be far better for a Man 
to make much Jeſs Proviſion for a Wife and 
Family, but to leave it clear and diſen- 
t-ngled, than only with the Reputation of 
ſo much Wealth, clogg'd with Debts and In- 
cumbrances, which They know not how to 
manage |! 


The particular and extraordinary Caſe 
—— WF GOIN Text is a 


pat, 


1808 1 
part, is equally as remarkable for the great 
Love and Regard which God, bears to Juſ- 
tice, as well as working a Miracle : for the 
very firſt uſe, We ſee, to which his Fa- 
vour was to be put, was,** That She ſhould 
pay her Huſband's Debt ;” The like thing 
ſeems to have been done again, by the 
fame Prophet Eliſba in the VIth Chap. 
when he cauſed the Iron to ſwim, againſt 
it's natural Force, becauſe the Poor Man, 
from whoſe Hands it lipp'd, cry'd out to 
Him, & Alaſs, Maſter, for it was bor- 

row'd!” And whatever other Uſes might 
be intended and made of theſe two Mira- 
cles, Yet the recommending Fuftice and 
the Diſcharge of our Debts, is ſuch an uſe 
of them, as no Honeſt Man can poſſibly 


avoid making. 


But I never knew any Man wanted an 
Argument to convince him of the Juſtice 
of paying his Debts, although he never 
paid them: the very owning them to be 
Debts, is acknowledging them to be due 
and owing to or -.. by and what is 


C3 _ owing 


| ( 22 J 

owing, to another Man, is moſt certainly 

none 'of our own, and therefore We are 

not lawfully Paſſeſſors of it, whilſt another 
Man ſuffers by the want of it; but too ma- 
ny, now-a-days, ſatisfy Themſelves, as to 
Juſt ice, with either there not being able 
entirely, or, not at preſent, to pay their 
Debts, together with a ſecret Purpoſe of 
doing it when They are able, or a reſerve 
of Hopes in meeting with a more favour- 
able opportunity of doing it. 


Indeed the reaſonableneſs of doing Fuj- 
tice, and payiug our Debts, is ſo ſettled in 
moſt People's Hearts, that Few in the 
World can ſtand out in utter defiance of it ; 
and ſo are willing to impoſe upon Them- 
ſelves the famo Excuſes They make to O. 
thers, in order to be ſomewhat at eaſe 
within as well- as without, from the Re- 


citations of Creditars ; ; 
8 — vo V. perbape, 


without 


proaches of Canſcience, as ven the folli- 


** That no great matters can be carried on 


( 13 1 
without 2 great Stock: no extraordinary 
Advantages without ſome great hazard ; 
and therefore, Men muf# uſe other Peo- 
ple's Money and Credit, becauſe their own 
is not ſufficient.” - 


Anwſ,—This is too often the caſe : bu 

I don't ſee how it is conſiſtent with Ho- 
neſty or Prudence, for what have yau to 
do to aim at Matters ſo far above your own 
ſufficiency to carry 8 
nary Advantages at other People's Coſt, 
who, F You ſucceed, are to have no ſhare 
with You, and if You do nat, are ſure to 
be undone! Let all the Venture and Ha- 
zard be your own, as you intend the Ad- 
vantage to be ſo: Ruin your own Wife 
and Children, if You can find in your 
Heart to do it, but let not the Crics of other 
People fall upon you ! It is, too oſten, I 
fear, this haftening to be rich,“ and en- 
deavouring to make Great Fortunes in « 
little time by immoderate and exceffivegains, 
that makes a fem Men become the ruin of 
9 and contract fo great Debts, 

that 


41 
that it is much eaſier to reſolve never to pay 
any, wan to thiok of ſatisfying all : and 


that; We ee, is l the Conclu- 
fion. 


I own, that One may iy talk unſki]- 
fully in Maners of Trade, but I cannot ſee 
with what Honeſty and Juſtice one Man 
dai venture another's Wealth beyond what 
He is reaſonably able to anſwer, ſuppoſing 
4 | miſcarriage, allowing. for the common 
Accidents of Trade; becauſe if He fails, 
He knows He can't do that Man juſtice, 
and ſo He venrures an Injuffice;' which is 
more than 2 Good Man would do, tho 
He may not actually intend it. Our Fore- 
fathers' gain d their Wealth with more cer- 


ingly their Eſtates were the better for it, 
and contigued much longer in their Fami- 
ves; But 'now-2-days, Men ſeem vaſtly 
rich all on a fudden, ſet up ſor Greatneſs 
preſently, and live profuſedly: and in 2 
de dite fink onatLountably, 1 


4« 


tairity by taking more time for it: Accord- 
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Amn 
a manner, and fo much above their Station, 
which is another great Cauſe of fo much 
Injuſtice ! Men will appear much richer 
than They really are, by all the outword 
Marks of Wealth, great Houſes in Town 
and Country, luxurious Tables, multitude 
of Servants, with Furniture and Equipage 
to Admiration, in order to get ſuch Credit 
as may enable Them (They think) to be 
really as rich as They only appear to be! 


Accordingly this diſhoneſt Scheme of 
theirs ſometimes ſucceeds-the Reputation of 


Wealth has ſometimes been the means of get- 
ing it: Thus the Shadow has drawn on the 
Cubſience. But this is too great an Hazard 
for an Hane Man to run, if Others are 
hurt by it, ſuppoſing an Accident : and too 
great for a Prudent Man, if Heonly ſhould , 
ſuifer by it. Thus again, the Appearance of 
act wanting, is made the very means of fup- 


plying 
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plying their Wants: which anf wers theit 
baſe and iniquitous Deſign, and that is to 
live ſhamefully and profuſely at other 
2 e e 

This Way of Living, therefore, -ahove 


: eur Income and Condition, is TP 
fully to be avoided! | 


\ Young Beginners in Trade can't be too 
often warn d againſt this fort of III Huſ- 
bandry, which is fare to betray Them in- 
maar ord 


| A ſober and a frugal Way of Life will, 
undoubtedly, be beſt for Them in all ref- 
pecte, for many Years, at leaſt, till They 
have overcome all Difficulties, and find 
Themſelves eaſy in their Circumſtances; 
But Young Tradeſmen, now-2-days, begin 
with living in fuch a manner, as theit 
rr 
the conſequence of which, is, chat 'They 
almoſt end with their Beginning, or linger 
out a ſom yearsin a conſtant, — Decay? 


They 


- 


L 
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They don't confider that, together with 
Money, all things elſe are changed: and 
ſo, a greater. Sum now, is be equal to a 
leſs fifty or fixt» Years ago, and therefore 
Induſtry, Sobricty, and Good Huſbandry 
is as neceſſary to improve. their langer Stock, 
as cheir Maſters uſed to improve their ſœall- 
er'one : and indeed, without them, no 
Stock can be ſufficient, | 


Care, "Alvin, and Good-Huſbandry, 
55 ſo much the Qualities of a good Citizen ꝰ, 

ſo neceſſary to thriving in the World, the 
good things, and the 
Preventors of ſo many bad ones, that I need 
only mention them; Let not then; your 
Table, Furniture, Mi ife, or Children, car- 
ry You beyond what You can ä af- 
ford ! + C48 7 ; 


The ridiculous Tatlng of an fl Neigh- 
douthood may ſay perhaps, © That you 


are a Poor Man, and worth but little,” but 
MIT 91 5 D You 


See the ANxCDorTs at the End of this Sermon, 
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Von cin tell Them, © That Vou are haneft, 
and whit little Y6u have, is your own -* 
and only judge which will give You e 
moſt ſatisfaction, to be thought only. a fub- 
ſtantial Man by Others, or to Znow Your- 
ſelf a Man of Horeſty and Joſlice? For it 
v mach better to be thought tb ive below 
your Circuttiftances, 'thaivto know Youlive 
above what You can thoneftly afford: far 
that * is not . * n 
a . Fob, 


A'Man's Reputation is mch over- valued 
hen it is at che expence-of his Howefty - 
land no Dignity of Office or Station in Life 
44s to be kept up atithe -expence of Faffice - 
For otherwiſe, one part of che Neighlgur- 
"bood, and very juſtly too, deſpiſes a Man's 
Vanity, and the other laughs at his Fally.for 
pooping to make . Shew / / 


What 1 Hoſe fi 88 
riſes from the confidoration of the Prophets 


. ction 


MT, | 

Direction to the Poor Widow here, in the, 
Text: and therefore, the readieſt way to 
preſerve our Honeſty, and keep Us from, 
this piece of Injuftice, will be, to take. all 
prudent Courſes, not to contract ſuch Dehte, 
as We can ſcarce hope We ſhall be able to 
diſcharge. There is ons ule, more of this 
Example here in the Text, highly necefla- 
ry to be mention'd, which is, That if it 
ſhould ever pleaſe God to enable People, 
by ſome proſperous Turns in Life to pa 
their own Debts, or of their Huſhand s, or 
Father's, honeſtly contracted, They ſhould 
be ſure to do it: and though They mays 
ia their diſtres, have made their Compo- 
fitions with their Creditors and are acquuted 
by the Law, Vet, in Cunſcience, They, 
thauld think Themſelves Debtors fill, till 
All is ſatisfy d. Fox a Man muft know 
himſelf a Debtor, even was He to give no 
Rind or Nete ; and this He knows is the 
Cafe, when they are given, but loft or 
baut, and ap Proof remaining of the Nebr x 

4 D 2 A 
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A Court of Juſtice can't relieve the Credi- 
tor, but the Debtor knows He is a Debtor 
till. His Obligation ariſes from his ſenſe of 
Fuftice, and his Conſcience of having bor- 
wy, but not paid; from which, He 
knows nothing can acquit Him. but either bis 
Payment, or the Creditor's free releaſe of 

his Debt. 


You have a famous [N8T ANCE of 
this fort, fill living amongſt Vo 
and I only juſt mention Him for h 
uncommen Juſtice and Generoſity: An 
A, that does Him much greater honour 
than his having been once Chief Magiſtrate 
of this Great and Wealthy City! Nay, 
even the King Himſelf could net have done 
Him ſo great an honour, by creating Hun 
6 | 

. 

The aber part of the Prophets Dizxe. 
ons, is, And live Thou and thy Children 
upon the reſt; What the Debt was does 

9 
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not appear, nor is it inaterial: but what- 
ever it was, it was firſt to be diſcharg d, and 
then the reſt was at ber Service: She might 
not diſpoſe of the whole, even to her own 
uſe and ſervice, much lefs to another's, but 
muſt ſtay to ſee what was her own, 
which could not be done till the Debt was 
diſcharg d; for the Debt u as her Creditor's, 
and could not be reckog'd in: She could 

call nothing her own, but what remain'd 
to Her after the Debt was paid : Then She 
was free to uſe the reſt. For no one can 
pretend to fay, that what They have bor - 
rowed, is their own; and No one can rock- 
on Himſelf worth a Thouſand Pounds, 
tho* He has it by Him, who, at the fame 
time, owes five Hundred of it. He 
and his Family thereforg, muſt net live 
upon that Thouſand Pounds, but the 
balf of it only ; and if He lives upon the 
whole, He lives upon his Creditors, 


They 


„4 
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The way, by which this poor Woman 
here in the Text, was enabled to pay ber 
Debt, was indeed maſt extraordinary ang, 
miraculgus.; but the diſpoſal, of the Trea- 
fore, when She. was enabled, is juſt what 
every Man's own Reaſon and Conſcience 
will tell Him; 1ſt Be. jup to Ofbers, 
and then, do what You can for Tm 
EA; for then We now, that the reſt is truly 
ours, when Nobody elfe has any claim, or 
title to it, and not till then, for otherwiſe, We 
eat and drink at other People's Tables, and 
ſleep at other People's Houſes, though We 
may fooliſhly fancy ourſelves ever ſo much 
at Home: and yet chis istruly the caſe. with 
Us, where We owe more than We either 


can, or will pay. 


Quite contrary, I fear, hoth to the Ex- 
ample in the Text, and the Fuſtice and 
Reaſon of it too, do our Debtors now-a- 
days adviſe and practice! Tbeir rule is the 
entrary to the Prophets Directions: for 


ao 
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two many of Them fay, Go, and be ture 
e to live Thou and thy Family in the Jir/f 
Place, and let your Creditors get what 
© They can!? | 


74 1 Ng 71 


Nay, too many again, "PR are ſo ex- 


eredingly Nuigaitolis Ahd' juſt, tliat when 
"They eto They are undone, and in little 
time the World midſt know it tuo, «yer fa 


"They will go on borrowing, protending as 
They ſay, to ſupport their miſcvalplis' Fi- 
lies ! Miſerable indeed ! that are tobe ſup- 

potted by ſuch Ribberies! T wih I could 
gie it a ſifter Term For veimer Violence 

upon the Higb- Ways, nor 
open, can hive -balf the Wiekednels in 
them'as ſuch Borrownige be! oy 


Dungeons and Priſars with Bread e 
ter were made fonſuch Prople, and ppt quch 
Jaft-Confinements, now-a-days, as the- Las 
alknes them, *I eren amcuur ef Them, 

9 7 
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to ſpend their Creditors ſpoil and unn 
breaded] 


1 fuch People had had à true . 
ſion for their Wives and Families, and 
taken but half the, care they owed them, 
in wiſe and honeſt Courſes, They would 
never have wanted a Proviſion ſo odious 
as. this, which. will rather bring down 


God's:Anger upon Them, — — 
2 A 1 


But if  fomebody' 's Wife. and Children 1 

be difreft, .why not. peur eum? Who, 
Qough They may be innocent and good 
Themſelves, yet have, by their Relation ta 
you, much more reaſon to ſuffer with You, 
* one elſe that truſted You. 


zoy's Heirs, in ſpite of their teeth, antl in 
Herit, as from Them, ſuch Fortunes as They 
could not poſſibly have. from Tow? And 
ſuch 


1 281 3 
fich, perhaps, as thofe Creditors could not 
afford to give their own Children? Live you 
and your Children on your cum only: 
and leave to Others and their Children 
what is 'theirs : for They can neither wang 
it, nor You keep it with Juſtice and Honeſ- 
51 . 3 


And therefore, ſince the Priſon itſelf, 
which is the Legal Puniſhment for Debs, al- 
tows Us Life, and muſt provide for the main- 
tairimg it, Thoſe, who by their Follies and 
Extravagance, have brought Themſelves to 
fuch an odious and diſagreable Place, ſhould 
by all means remember to do one thing, 
2 indeed it is the only thing They car do, 
and, that is, © to live as ſparingly and 
frugally as poſſible !” That They may 
chereby do the /efs Injury to their Creditors, 
and be the ſooner able to do Them Juf- 
ucc. 


Eaſe and Conventencies, and much lefs 
any Superfluities, by no means belong 9 
"0 Thoſe, 
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Thiſe, who can't furniſh even Neceſſaries 
out of their own! They muſt bear their 
own Burden, and thoſe Hardſhips, which 
either the Providence of God, their own 
Carelefineſs and Folly, or their Extrava- 
gance and Injuſtice have brought upon 
Them, and their own Wives and Families 
muſt ſhare their Fortune with Them! 


Before I conclude, it may not be amiſs to 
put Creditors in mind of one thing! . To 
ſhew as much Patience and Forbearawce as 
their reſpective Caſes require, as they will 
find ĩt not only a point of Niſdem and Pru- 
dence, but. alſo of Goodnsſs and Humanity, 

to conſider it! always remembering our 
Bleſſed Lord's moſt excellent Words, * Be 
Le alfo merciful, even as your Father 
'* whichis in Heaven is merciful l 


ANEC- 


a 7 Z eo ies EE SS ERR x uz > — 
= 


19 1 


AN EC DOT RE. 


1R STEPHEN EvANCE, Knight, 2 late 

eminent Banker in Lombard-Street, tho' a 
very diſcrete, frugal Man himſelf, and ſuppos'd 
be worth, at leaſt, an "Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, yet had the misfortune to fail about 
the latter end of Queens Anne's Reign; by the 
Tndiſcyetion (if not worſe) of two Stock Fobbing 
Partners, Meſſrs, Hayter and Hales ;—Sir 
Serum immediately retir'd from the World: 
but not having on © the armour of God,” 
CHRISTIAN Philoſophy, as a Breaſt-Plate to re- 
pell the fiery darts of the Wicked One, He (moſt 
unfortunately!) gave way to his dreadfull ſug- 
geſtions, * by laying violent hands upon him- 
ſelf “His Eſtate, however, produced a ſuf- 
ficiency to pay all his Creditors, or their Re- 
preſentatives, the full of their Principal Debts, 
together with Intereft.—The latter of the two 
of his Parnters, (Mr, Hales) ſtood, it ſeems af- 


+ F:} 
terwards, in the Pillory or Foxoxxv, oppoſite 
to Mr. Hoare's the Banker in Fleet-Street : and 
was fo ſeverely treated by zhe Populace, as to 
die in Newgote, about a Fortnight after ; and 
it was this which caus d THE Aer to be paſs'd, 
making the Crime of Forgery to be Carrras. 
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